
 

THE PRINCESS AND THE 
BUTTERFLY 
蝴蝶遇見公主 
 

The young granddaughter of a Chinese potter befriends a golden-

haired princess halfway around the world through her portrait on 

a Ming vase. A touching fairy tale brought to life in luxurious 

illustration.  

 

 

Little Butterfly’s grandfather is a famous ceramicist in ancient China, 

while she is his helper and his inspiration, the “pearl in the palm of his 

hand.” One day, he paints a picture of her dancing on the belly of a 

beautiful vase; a vase that is bought, shipped across the ocean, and 

finally displayed in the home of a European king, whose young 

daughter falls in love with it.  

 

One day, the young princess falls asleep while admiring the vase; in 

her dream, she meets Little Butterfly, and the two play Chinese games 

and become friends. Upon waking, the princess tells everything to her 

father and mother, who order the country’s best craftsman to learn 

the Chinese art of ceramics and glazing in order to paint the young 

girls’ far-away friendship on new china.  

 

This book, a collaboration between Taiwanese author K. T. Hao and 

Italian illustrator Monica Berengo, has garnered acclaim from readers 

and editors from around the world for its touching, fable-like story 

and endearing illustrations. It incorporates historical knowledge into 

a moving narrative about friendship, cultural communication, and our 

ability to commune with others across time and distance.  

 

Text by K. T. Hao 郝廣才 

K. T. Hao is a luminary in the world of children’s literature. An avid 

creator, he has translated, written, and even founded a publishing 

house – Grimm Press. He and his company won Best Children’s 

Publisher at the 2014 Bologna Children’s Book Fair. His work has 

been touted by Publishers Weekly for “bridging the world by 

partnering locals with foreign illustrators,” and he was the first Asian 
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judge of the Bologna Children’s Book Fair Illustrators’ Exhibition. His 

titles have been published in several countries, including Korea, 

France, America, China, Germany, Italy, and elsewhere.  

 

Illustrated by Monica Barengo  
Monica Barengo is an illustrator well-known as a master of the earth-

tone palette. Her work was selected for the Bologna Children’s Book 

Fair Illustrators Exhibition in 2012, and can be found in both book 

and serial publication forms.  

 

 


